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parallelogram, being only slightly notched on its posterior margin to receive the

point of the first vertebral plate; the first marginal plate is regularly quadrilateral,

the second pentagonal, the third and fourth quadrilateral, the fifth pentagonal, the

sixth quadrilateral, the seventh pentagonal, the eighth quadrilateral, the ninth

pentagonal, the tenth quadrilateral, the eleventh pentagonal, and the twelfth

quadrilateral; these forms are constant. All the plates are smooth in the centre,

and but indistinctly marked with concentric strise near their borders.

The sternum is oblong, full, and rounded in front, deeply emarginate behind,

and composed of two valves, of which the posterior is rather the larger. These

valves are united to each other and to the sternum by ligamento-elastic tissue,

so that both sections are moveable on the same axis. The gular plates are

very regularly triangular, with their apices backwards; the brachial are elongated,

quadrilateral, rounded and broader externally, straight and narrower within. The

thoracic and abdominal plates are regularly quadrilateral, and nearly of the same

size. The femoral are similar in form to the brachial plates, and the subcaudal

are rhomboidal. All these plates are marked with concentric strise.

The anterior extremities are strong, rounded, and covered with imbricated

scales in front, and with smaller scales and granulations behind; the fingers are

five, palmated, and furnished each with a short curved nail. The posterior

extremities are round above, flattened at the leg and tarsus, and covered in front

and behind with small scales and granulations; the toes are five in number,

palmated, the four internal are furnished with short curved nails. The tail is

long, thick at the root, but soon becomes cylindrical and small.

Colour. The head above and at the sides is black, marked with oblong yellow

spots. The upper jaw is dark, with transverse waving lines of dirty yellow, and

the whole lower jaw yellow. The neck above is granulated and dusky; the chin

bright yellow; the throat yellow, but more clouded, especially towards the sternum.

The entire ground of the shell is jet black, marked with numerous yellow spots.
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oblong and round, sometimes arranged in concentric or radiating lines, at others

disposed without order.

The sternum is dusky yellow, each plate with a large quadrangular dark spot

on their outer and posterior angles; these blotches involve about one-fourth of the

plate.

The anterior extremities are yellow in front, Avith the margin of many of the

scales dusky; the posterior surface is dusky, and marked with yellow spots. The

posterior extremities are dusky above, and dirty yellowish-white below. The tail

is black above, with two obscure yellowish longitudinal lines, and dusky below.

Dimensions. Length of shell, 8 inches; breadth of shell, 5 inches 4 lines; length

of sternum, 7? inches; elevation, 3 inches; length of tail, 2f inches.

Habits. It is known to be a land animal, and found about the meadows and

prairies of the west.

Geographical Distribution. The sole locality that can at this moment be

assigned to the Emys Blandingii, is the prairies in the state of Illinois and

territory of Wisconsin, where they are said to be abundant. The only specimen

I have seen came from Fox river, a tributary of the Illinois.

General Remarks. This animal was first observed by Dr. William Blanding,

of Philadelphia, an accurate Naturalist, whose name I have given to the species.

For a long time I had believed there was but one species of Cistuda in the United

States, and am greatly pleased to find a second; the more so as it makes another

step in the transition of forms from land to fresh-water tortoises. The Cistuda

Blandingii is very fairly the representative here of the Cistuda europea of the old

world, and belongs to that section of the genus Cistuda that Dumeril and Bibron

have caUed "Hiantes," as it cannot close the shell as perfectly as the "Clausiles,"

which section includes the Cistuda Carolina.
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Dr. Blanding says the animal from which this description was taken was a

female, and had, when examined, sixty eggs in different stages of developement.

He furthermore observes that he was struck at first view with the difference of form

of this animal and the common Cistuda, and on further examination he found it

could never bring the sternum in contact with the shell so as to conceal the head,

neck, extremities and tail, as can the Cistuda Carolina.

There can then be no doubt of its being a new species of Cistuda, for

1. The head resembles that of an Emys, and has the upper jaw deeply emarginate
in front; while in the hundreds of the common box tortoise that I have examined,

all had a broad flattened hook in front, although not recurved.

2. The form of the carapace is that of an Emys, the anterior margin, or that

corresponding to the anterior section of the sternum, but slightly elevated; while

in the Cistuda Carolina the same margin rises at an angle of 45° or nearly.

3. It differs in the form of its sternum, deeply emarginate behind, which I have

never seen in the Cistuda Carolina.

4. In the proportionate size of the two sections of the sternum, thus the

posterior is to the anterior as 43.39, while in the Cistuda Carolina it is as 31.22.

5. In its inability to bring the sternum completely in contact with the shell.

N. B. This animal was received after the description of the Cistuda Carolina

was printed.




